


INTRODUCTION

The following is a fascimile publication of the Grund-Saeze der Wappenkunst, or Basic
Principles of Heraldic Art by Otto Titan von Hefner, originally published in Nuremburg in 1855.
Hefner was an heraldic author of some note, having contributed to several volumes of Siebmacher’s
Großes und allgemeines Wappenbuch (Large and General Heraldry Book).

Following a short Forward, the book is divided into eighteen chapters: an Introduction; the
Origin and Nature of Coats of Arms; the Shield; the Tinctures; of Charges; of Common Charges in
General; Charges from the Animal Kingdom; Charges from the Plant Kingdom; Heavenly and
Earthly Charges; Fictional Beasts or Monsters; Artificial Figures; Helmets; Mantlings; Crests;
Marks of Cadency; Crowns; Supporters, Mottos, and Insignia of Orders; and Conclusion.

The text is followed by fourteen illustrated plates: Shields; Tinctures and Furs/Lines of
Division/Ordinaries; more Lines of Division and Ordinaries; two plates of Charges from the Animal
Kingdom; Charges from the Plant Kingdom; Heavenly Charges (sun, moon, star)/Fictional Beasts
or Monsters; two plates of Artificial Figures; Helmets, three plates of Crests; and Marks of Cadency
and Crowns.

The Grund-Saeze der Wappenkunst is an interesting and useful book to the reader, even if
he or she is not fluent in German.  The figures in the plates are all numbered and corresponding text
may be found in the various chapters, where many of the terms given there will already be familiar
to the heraldist.

The author does not just describe German heraldic practice of the mid-19th Century, but
discusses its historical development and includes many specific dates.  As only one brief example,
Plate IV gives representations of lions from 1190, 1263, 1338, 1487, and 1557, and then presents
dated illustrations of leopards (lions passant and/or guardant) and eagles.  The text, too, is full of
dated instances extending back to the earliest days of heraldry.

It is hoped that the student of heraldic art and practice will find this facsimile volume both
useful and interesting.
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